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S.No. Par�culars GST Tribunal  CESTAT 
1. Governing provisions Sec�on 109 of CGST Act, 

2017 
Sec�on 129 of Customs Act, 
1962 
Excise-Sec�on 2(aa) of central 
excise act,1944 
Service tax-Sec�on 65(5) of 
Finance Act,1994 

2.  Composi�on a. President 
b. Vice President 
c. Judicial Member 
d. Technical Member 

(Centre) 
e. Technical Member 

(State) 

a. President 
b. Vice President 
c. Judicial Member 
d. Technical Member 

 

3. No of Members 1. Principal Bench 
a. President 
b. Judicial Member 
c. Technical Member 

(Centre) 
d. Technical Member 

(State) 
2. State Bench 

a. Two judicial 
members 

b. Technical Member 
(Centre) 

c. Technical Member 
(State) 

3. President 
4. Vice President 
 

a. President 
b. Vice President 
c. Any number of 

judicial & technical 
members 
 

4. Benches a. Principal Bench 
b. State Bench 

a. Principal Bench 
b. Regional Bench 

5.  Place of Bench a. Principal Bench-New 
Delhi 

b. State Bench-No�fied 
places 

a. Principal Bench-New Delhi 
b. Regional Bench-Mumbai, 

Kolkata, Chennai, 
Bangalore, Ahmedabad, 
Allahabad, Chandigarh, 
Hyderabad 

 



6. Cases to be heard by 
bench 

 
a. Place of supply- 

Principal bench 
b. Cases other than 

place of supply-
Principal & State 
bench 

 
 
All cases 

7. Cases to be heard by 
member 

Tax/ITC/Fine/Fee/Penalty 
-Does not exceed 50 lakhs & 
does not involve ques�on of 
law: To be heard by Single 
Member 
-In all other cases: One 
Judicial Member & One 
Technical member 

The President or any member 
may si�ng singly, dispose of 
ma�ers where the value of the 
goods confiscated absolutely or 
the duty in dispute (where the 
classifica�on and valua�on is 
not one of the points of 
dispute) or the amount of fine 
or penalty does not exceed 
Rupees Fi�y Lakhs-Single 
Member Bench 
If a Bench hearing the ma�er 
finds that there are conflic�ng 
decisions, then it may refer the 
ma�er to the President of the 
Tribunal to cons�tute a Larger 
Bench of the Tribunal to resolve 
the conflict-Larger Bench 

8. Difference of opinion-
cases to be heard 

a. Case originally heard 
by members of state 
bench-To another 
member of state 
bench within the 
state. If not available-
to member of state 
bench in another 
state 

b. Case originally heard 
by members of 
principal bench-to 
another member of 
principal bench. If not 
available-to member 
of any state bench 

In case of difference of opinion, 
the ma�er is referred to the 
President to refer to a third 
member to decide on the points 
of difference. 

 



9. Qualifica�on a. Appointment of 
lawyers as judicial 
members cannot 
be made 

b. President-Judge of 
Supreme court or 
chief jus�ce of 
high court 

c. Judicial member-
Judge of high 
court or has for a 
combined period 
of 10 years been 
district judge or 
addi�onal district 
judge 

d. Technical member 
(center)-Member 
of IRS or of All 
India service with 
atleast 3 years of 
experience in the 
administra�on of 
an exis�ng law or 
GST in CG & has 
completed 25 
years of service in 
Group A. Technical 
member (state)-
Officer of the state 
govt or an officer 
of all India service, 
not below the 
rank of addi�onal 
commissioner of 
VAT or state GST 
or such rank not 
lower than the 
first appellate 
authority as may 
be no�fied by the  
concerned state 
govt on the 
recommenda�on 
of council with at 
least 3 years of 
experience in 
administra�on of 

a. Appointment of lawyers 
as judicial members can 
be made 

b. Judicial member-Has 
combined period of 10 
years been a district 
judge and addi�onal 
district judge or Member 
of Indian legal service 
with 10 years of 
experience in li�ga�on & 
has held the post of 
Addi�onal secretary or 
equivalent or higher post 
for two years or has been 
a advocate for 10 years 
with substan�al 
experience in li�ga�on 

c. Technical member-
Member of IRS and has 
held the post of principal 
commissioner of customs 
or central excise or any 
equivalent or higher post 
and has performed 
judicial, quasi-judicial 
func�ons for 3 years 
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